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Luther 1916
Memorial +
Chapel 2016

"With thanks to God...

for a century of His
gifts in Jesus Christ!"

"I thank God in all my remembrance of
you always in every prayer of mine for
you all making my prayer with joy,
because of your partnership in the gospel
from the first day until now. And I am
sure of this, that he who began a good
work in you will bring it to completion
at the day of Jesus Christ."
(Philippians 1:3-6)

Pastor Kenneth Wieting

Vicar Bradley Akey Martha Galvin Kathryn Hill
Organist and Music Director Secretary
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Luther Memorial Chapel

| 00th Anniversary: 1916-2016
A Brief History

The original portable chapel, dedicated in April, 1916, Luther Memorial Chapel, as it stands today at the
as it stood on Mineral Spring Road (now Capitol Drive) corner of Shorewood and Maryland Avenues

In September, 1914, the Mission Board of the Wisconsin District of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod called
Pastor Theodore Kissling of Merrill, Wisconsin, to serve as missionary-at-large in the Milwaukee area. Upon his
arrival, Pastor Kissling surveyed the outlying districts and finally decided to begin in the little community adjoining
Milwaukee on the north, between the Milwaukee River and Lake Michigan. At the time, the locality was known as
East Milwaukee, it was later renamed Shorewood.

At first, Rev. Kissling could only get a small Sunday School going, which met each week at his flat on Newton
Avenue, that is, until his landlord objected. The Mission Board rented a store building on Oakland Avenue near
Providence Avenue. No sooner had the Sunday school moved in than the building was sold to a new owner, who
needed the property for other purposes. Again the Sunday school moved, this time to a vacant building in an
abandoned amusement park (Ravenna Park) west of Oakland Avenue between Menlo and Newton Avenues. The
building, a former restaurant early church members recalled as “an unheated tumble-down shack,” was unpopular
with parents who objected to sending children to such a place. Pastor Kissling moved the Sunday School back into
his house.

Early in 1915, Pastor Kissling went door-to-door inviting people to attend a worship service, to be held in the East
Milwaukee Village Hall, then located at Capitol Drive and Oakland Avenue. Although newspapers announced the
service, and more than a few residents had promised to attend, when the big day arrived, the pastor was greeted by
just one person, Mrs. Emma Rische, a member of Trinity Lutheran Church downtown, who lived across the street

from Pandl’s Whitefish Bay Inn.

For a few weeks, she was the entire congregation at Pastor Kissling’s weekly services, but on the fourth Sunday,
attendance doubled — Mrs. Rische brought her husband, Sam, a Milwaukee architect.

Growth was slow, but Pastor Kissling was undaunted. In 1915, he formed the Choral Club of East Milwaukee. The
club sang at Sunday services, and usually outnumbered the congregation. By 1916, the choir had become well known
and was singing Sunday evening concerts at other churches and presenting cantatas before Milwaukee audiences.
These concerts helped raise funds for the fledgling church.

On March 16, 1916, a group of people gathered to formally organize a Lutheran congregation. A constitution was
adopted, and the “Evangelical Lutheran Congregation of East Milwaukee™ was born, with 16 charter members.

The new congregation was housed in a prefabricated portable chapel building donated by the Mission Board. It was
placed on the north side of Mineral Spring Road (now Capitol Drive), near Cramer Street. The little white chapel was

dedicated on April 18, 1916.
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The chapel building moved in 1917, to the location that
the church currently occupies on Maryland Avenue. In
1920, the church’s name was changed to “Luther
Memorial Chapel of Shorewood.” That same year, the
small congregation bid farewell to Pastor Kissling, who
accepted a call to Shawano, Wis. After a two-month
search, Rev. O.F. Engelbrecht from Lincoln, Neb.
accepted the call and was installed in May 1920.
Members described him as “a very strict, no-nonsense
pastor who was exceptionally scholarly in his approach.”
He was also said to be the star player in the annual hard-
fought baseball game between the church's married men
and single men.

In summer 1924, excavation began for what would
become the church building in which we worship today.
The August 22, 1924 edition of the Shorewood Radio
newspaper reported, “The cornerstone of the new church
will be laid in a special service Sunday afternoon at
2:30. Pastor Schueler of Cross Church will deliver the
address. The Euphonia quartette of Trinity Church will
render several anthems. Pastor Engelbrecht will lay the
cornerstone.” The article continued:

“the Pastor is pledged to preach
nothing but the Word of God,
and the congregation is held to
tolerate none but an orthodox
preacher. The congregation
stands four-square on the Word
of God and the Lutheran
Confessions.”

Services and Sunday School were held in the basement
of the new church for several months in 1925, while the
main structure was completed. The finished church was
dedicated in May, 1925.

There were no Sunday School classrooms in the new
church; kindergartners met in the kitchen, Junior classes
in the balcony, and 4th grade in the fellowship hall. In
August, 1925, the Sunday School teaching staff
numbered 26, including the Pastor, and between 200 and
300 children participated each Sunday.

The Luther Memorial Guild, which had begun in 1915
as the Ladies’ Aid Society, was instrumental in the
building of the church. In 1929, the guild purchased the
lot on the northwest corner of Maryland Avenue and
Shorewood Boulevard for $4,900. A parsonage was built
on the lot in the Depression year of 1935, for which the
guild contributed an impressive $14,280, the equivalent
of $248,700 today.

Pastor Theodore Kissling
Called as Missionary to Shorewood, Wl in 1914

The portable chapel, after being
moved to Maryland Avenue

Pastor Engelbrecht blessing the cornerstone of our
current church building on Sunday, August 24th, 1924



In those early years, the congregation gathered for the Sunday School picnic at Stabelfeldt’s Grove (the east end of
Green Tree Rd.), Lindwurm Farm (Estabrook Park), and Lake Park. This was an all-day affair and regarded by many
as the highlight of the year. Later on, the congregation would pack into double-decker streetcars and ride out to the
Washington Park and Zoo for the picnics.

Anniversary Dinners were held yearly to raise funds, and were major social occasions. These dinners were held in
the spring, and featured tremendous amounts of food. A surviving shopping list includes items such as “40 Ibs. rolled
pork roast.” Equally lavish and well attended were banquets held for the Sunday School staff.

All through the 1920's and up until 1936, services were held in English and German every Sunday — German early
and English late. Communion was served in the late service on the fourth Sunday of the month. Registration for
communion was required, in person, on the preceding Thursday evening, and the line of registrants wound almost all
the way around the inside of the church beginning at the Sacristy.

In 1947, both Pastor Engelbrecht and Assistant Pastor Bartelt departed, Pastor Engelbrecht because of poor health
and Asst. Pastor Bartelt to Elm Grove Lutheran. After several months of vacancy, Rev. Richard Jesse, Dean of
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, accepted our call and was installed in July 1947.

During these years, the Walther League was important in the lives of its young members. The league organized
social opportunities such as sports, retreats, fund raisers for missions, rallies, and drama. Luther Memorial had one of
the most active Walther League groups in the entire Synod. Members also staged major dramatic productions,
complete with specially constructed sets and a professional director.

The 1950's arrived, and with the new decade came time to expand. The Sunday School desperately needed space, so
an education wing with a gymnasium was added to the north of the 1924 structure.

Mission support has always been important to
members of Luther Memorial. One group that
made missions a focus was the Senior Girls
Mission Circle. Single women of the
congregation founded the organization in 1943,
and it remained active through the 1950's,
raising funds for world missions, Lutheran
Children’s Friends Society, and other Lutheran
mission work.

In 1953, the Rev. Carl Fisher was installed as
Assistant Pastor. The next year, Rev. Fischer
began a tradition at Luther Memorial that has
been one of our most successful youth programs
— Vacation Bible School.

Ground is broken for the addition of the
gymnasium and education wing in 1950.

There are many memories from these years of fantastic bake
sales held after church, ice cream socials, Sunday School
picnics at Estabrook Park, and huge congregational dinners
that included roast turkeys. The Sunday School Christmas
Program on Christmas Eve featured the youth of the
congregation reciting Old Testament prophecy, along with
the familiar Christmas account from the second chapter of
Luke.

Easter sunrise breakfasts are another long-standing Luther
Memorial tradition. Typically, volunteers prepared food for
four or five hours on Saturday, returning to church at 4 a.m.
Sunday to complete the finishing touches and serve.

The children's Christmas program continues to
be a delight for all who come to hear the Gospel
proclamation "Immanuel, God with us"



To strengthen our congregation’s commitment to Christian
education, the educational and administrative addition was
constructed immediately to the west of the 1951 addition and
dedicated on November 12, 1967.

In 1970, the congregation called the Rev. Theodore Hessel of
Ohio, who was installed on September 6th that year. In order to
welcome Pastor, his wife Helen, and their five lovely children,
“Cottage Meetings™ were held in member homes. They proved to
be very successful, both in terms of helping Pastor Hessel to get to
know the congregation, and in fostering Christian fellowship.

The 1970's were fine years for sports at Luther Memorial. Youth
basketball at St. John’s on Sunday afternoons and Couples Club
bowling were well attended. A note in a 1971 Chapel News
reported the men’s softball team won only one game that season,
but had a lot of fun. A plea warned that unless the men’s dart ball
team acquired some new blood, chances would be slim of
repeating as league champions.

In 1986, the sanctuary of Luther Memorial took on a new look —
fresh paint, new carpet, new pew spacing, a new dossal curtain,
and beautiful wood wainscotting. While the renovations were
under way, services were held in the fellowship hall — history
repeating itself from 1925! On October 12, 1986, a service of
praise was held for our redecorated sanctuary.

Reverend Theodore Hessel faithfully
served as Pastor of Luther Memorial

Chapel from 1970-1990.

In 1990, Pastor Hessel announced his retirement from full-time ministry. It was a time for reflection and
thankfulness for everything Pastor and Helen contributed to the life of Luther Memorial Chapel over the preceding
20 years.

Soon after, the congregation called the Rev. Kenneth Wieting from South Dakota, who had most recently served in
Wautoma, Wisconsin. Pastor Wieting, his wife Barbara, and his children have now been a part of the Luther
Memorial family for a quarter-century.

In 2002, the campus ministry at the University of Wisconsin—Milwaukee was transferred to the church and its name
was changed to Luther Memorial Chapel and University Student Center (LMC-USC). Since 2010, the congregation
has also served a growing number of international people in our midst as part of the International Student Ministry
(ISM). With activities going on daily at LMC, rejoicing in our life together, we eagerly share the love of Christ with
our new friends, both from the universities and foreign lands.

An eventful century has passed in the life in God’s people at Luther Memorial Chapel. We move into our second
century with the assurance of God’s presence in our midst, as he has promised, where two are three are gathered in
His name to receive the forgiving gifts of Christ Jesus, our crucified and risen Savior.

The youth are confirmed, "...eight persons were brought We approach the altar to receive
confessing the faith as clearly safely through water. Baptism, the true body and true blood of the
taught according to the Word of which corresponds to this, now risen Christ for the forgiveness of
God and the Lutheran Confessions saves you" I Peter 3:20-21 our sins
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The stained glass throughout the
church beautifully confesses the work
of Christ, and reminds us of His
presence for us in the Divine Service

The LMC Fighting Sheep enjoy the
camaraderie of softball in the summer,
although they're all "baa" and no bite!

Parishioners gather in silence
for the Easter Vigil

The Dorcas Guild Each year, LMC members

supports our members gather to go caroling
and mission projects through Shorewood

As of 2015, 24
vicars have
served our
congregation
(#4, Rev.
Albert Collver,
pictured),
continuing our
long tradition
of support for
seminary
training
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"The congregation chfmged its name to Luther Memorial
Chapel in 1920, more than four centuries after the beginning
of the Lutheran Reformation.”
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The Christ Choir rehearsing in the
balcony for the Divine Service



Scenes from
the annual
congregation
picnic!

We celebrated the 100th
anniversary of the Sunday
school in 2014. In 2015, the
same for the church choir!

N 58N .

All Saints' Day, 2015, marked the 25th
anniversary of Pastor Wieting's service at
LMC. The congregation celebrated with a
special program to remember the years.

e

o’ | Sunday school
‘sl children learn,
sl by heart, their

lines for the
ioll Christmas

W program.

Strings,
woodwinds,
and the
Children's choir
prepare for the
Divine Service.

The congregation joins the university students for a joint
Bible study on worship - Pr. Wieting, Vicar, Pr. Lane,
and Pr. German answer many thoughtful questions!

Pr. Engelbrecht
with the first

M class of adult

confirmands in
1922! We
cherish the long
tradition of
careful

ol catechesis at
o Lither

Memorial.




LMC University Student Center

Students pose
Jor a quick
photo after

Bible Study led
by our Vicar,

Pr. Wieting,

Prof. German,
or Prof. Lane

' Sarah Reynolds

University
Student Center
Coordinator

We seek to be a "ch urch home, {T way
from h ome" for the s!udenf‘.s ,

gafhen‘ng with us each wgek in the
" Divine Service 10 ref:enre U:ffa. F
forgiving gifts of the risen Christ!

Our LCMS-U group seeks to promote outreach on college campuses in the area by hosting various events
both at Luther Memorial Chapel and in the community. We have enjoyed many potlucks and Meet-Greet-
Eat activities at the church, as well as Sports Night competition (which is an ongoing joint effort with the
International Student Ministry). A guest speaker is also invited each semester to UWM or MSOE to present
topics that are timely and relevant to the lives of Christian college students. LCMS-U at Luther Memorial
also participates in annual service programs, such as food drives. Finally, our other events like bowling,
game nights, baking nights, and outdoor excursions allow us opportunity to make connections with fellow
Lutheran students in different universities and grow together in God's love.

Every Thursday night is
Sports Night at (or
around) LMC. Students

Each yeq.
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Eat", an ant old, toL MC international friends Storical perspe, ends to
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ISM: International Student Ministry
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ISM is a friendship and hospitality
ministry to the international students,
visiting scholars and their families.
ISM provides opportunities to: learn
about each other’s cultures through
tours and invitations to family homes;
build relationships through meals and
baking lessons, etc.; and serve through
teaching ESL, providing household
goods, etc. It is a joy to invite our
friends to worship and Bible study that
they too might receive God’s good
gifts through Christ Jesus our Lord.

dren come for the weekly

m; the _'
th joyful chatter:
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children's progrd
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REACHING THE WORLD AT OUR DOORSTEP
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nt WS Bessie Fick
an LCMS Mission Society ISM Coordinator

We enjoy sharing
our hobbies with one -
another, often We invige our friends ¢ ..
gathering to learn ‘?SL classes duf'.r'ng the ,1:):.? esfer
distinct cultural ng activities rmg i
cooking techniques ‘ ity
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incarnation of God the Son - His
taking on human flesh in the womb
of the Virgin Mary (John 1:1, 14)!
The center of human history is His
once-for-all-sacrifice for the sin of
the world - on Good Friday (Heb.
10:12)! Our redemption was seen
to be full and finished just as He
said from the tree of the cross
(John 19:30)! For on the third
day, just like He said, He rose
again - speaking the peace of His
forgiveness (John 20: 19) and
serving the fruits of His sacrifice
in Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion and Holy Absolution.
The beating heart of our life
together today is gathering to
receive the forgiving gifts the
living Christ continues to bestow
\% (77 Nl (2 the Divine Service (Matt. 18:20;
/ 20:28; Acts 1:2). "And I am sure
. t ¥ of this, that he who began a good
BT work in you will bring it to
\}\\ < com pifet[?ns at ff.ﬁfe (:'{{1__1: of Jesus
| ‘;; | Christ” (Philippians 1:6).
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Luther Memorial Chapel
3833 N. Maryland Ave.
Shorewood, WI 53211
(414) 332-5732





