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Readings: Isaiah 12:1-6; James 1:16-21; John 16:5-15 

O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant that 

we may love what You have commanded and desire what You promise, 

that among the many changes of this world our hearts may be fixed 

where true joys are found; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

This Sunday we continue to celebrate Easter, that Jesus truly rose from 

the dead. Easter is not just one day out of the whole year but is 

celebrated for an entire season of the church year, extending about seven 
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weeks to the Feast of the Ascension and Pentecost. But then again, 

Easter is not just a season either, consisting of a certain number of 

weeks, but is celebrated every Sunday when we gather and by extension 

every day. This joy of Easter spills over into every hour of our lives as 

we confess that Jesus has risen from the dead bringing life and 

immorality to light.   

This Easter message is proclaimed by the announcement of the 

forgiveness of sins, which beats back death and hell and bring comfort 

and consolation to every poor sinner. St. Paul summed it up best when 

he put it this way: “For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be 

made alive.” 

But less face the facts. The world doesn’t seem to be teeming with life 

right now – not by a long shot. We’re consumed by rates of infection 

and climbing death counts. Just as dangerous is the fear, paranoia, and 

anger in the hearts of so many. This Sunday is historically known as 

“Cantate Sunday,” which is just a Latin word which means sing. But not 

many folks are singing with joy these days. It’s hard to muster up a song 

when you’re cooped up at home and alone. Solomon wrote that there is a 

“time to break down, and a time to build up; A time to weep, and a time 

to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance.” It’s confusing to know 

how one should be feeling during this time. 

The disciples in our Gospel this morning can relate to the confusion. Our 

Lord is telling them that He will very soon be departing from them. He 

can see the questions, the confusion, and sorrow on their faces. And 

understandingly so! What sweet fellowship the disciples had enjoyed 

together those last several years! Hearing Word of the Lord together. 

Praying together. Eating together. Singing together! This is the sweetest 

fellowship the world has even seen. But now Jesus speaks of His 

departure – His going to the Father – which means many things – His 

death and glorification on the cross, His resurrection, and ascension to 

the right hand of His Father in heaven. Jesus said to them, “I tell you the 
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truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the 

Helper will not come to you.” The disciples were under the impression 

that the sweet fellowship they enjoyed with the Lord was all coming to 

an end but how wrong they were! In truth, it was just beginning!  

In our Gospel this morning our Lord Jesus is teaching His disciples all 

about the ministry of the Holy Spirit whom He will give to them after 

His resurrection, and especially on the Day of Pentecost. The Holy Spirit 

is the third person of the Holy Trinity, who proceeds from the Father and 

the Son to give life to the world, and who with the Father and the Son 

together is worshipped and glorified. The Holy Spirit’s work is all about 

proclaiming Christ – to bring Him to us and to draw us into Him. The 

Holy Spirit is active in this world through the preaching of the Gospel 

and the administration of the Sacraments to bring sinners to faith in 

Christ and to sustain them in holy living.  

Let’s have a closer look at what Jesus says about the Holy Spirit this 

morning. He says when He (The Holy Spirit) comes He will convict the 

world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment: concerning sin, 

because they do not believe in me; concerning righteousness, because I 

go to the Father, and You will see me no longer; concerning judgment, 

because the ruler of this world is judged. What does this mean?  

First, Jesus says the Holy Spirit will convict the world of sin, because 

they do not believe in Him. Unbelief is the root of all sin and rebellion 

against God. John’s Gospel says, “He came to his own, and his own 

people did not receive him,” and that Jesus was the light that had come 

into the world, but sadly, “people loved the darkness rather than the light 

because their works were evil.” It is the Spirit’s work to convict every 

creature of their sinfulness in God’s sight. Folks, everything apart from 

faith in Christ is sin! We need this conviction, for without this preaching 

of repentance, we cannot be turned from unbelief to faith in Christ.  

Second, the Holy Spirit will convict the world of righteousness, because 

I go to My Father and you will see me no longer. Simply put, the death 
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of Christ for the sins of the world is the righteousness of God! Jesus 

went to the Father in His death to offer Himself up as the righteous 

offering for sinful man. Jesus is the only source of salvation for the 

world. The apostle Paul puts it this way: “But now the righteousness of 

God has been manifested apart from the law…through faith in Jesus 

Christ for all who believe” (Rom. 3). This Christian righteousness alone 

avails before God in heaven. It is found in the loving heart of Christ 

alone, who gave Himself up for our sins, and was raised for our 

justification. God declares us righteous in His sight through faith in His 

Son.   

Third, the Holy Spirit will convict the world of judgment, because the 

ruler of this world is judged. What does this mean? It means that the 

judgment of God that the sinner is righteous for Christ’s sake sets man 

free from the judgment of the Law that the devil uses to condemn the 

world. With faith in Christ, the devil can’t accuse you of anything! 

Neither can this world! Saint Paul writes, “There is therefore no 

condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus!...What shall we say to 

these things? If God is for us, who can be against us…Who shall bring 

any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to 

condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died – more than that, who was 

raised – who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for 

us.” 

Here our Lord also wants to comfort and strengthen His disciples and all 

Christians by stating that we should not let the opinions of the world 

terrify us, nor fear its condemnation. It is only the righteousness of 

Christ which avails before God. And this Christian righteousness is that 

Christ has gone to the Father, has poured out his blood for us on the 

cross, and sits at the right hand of the God in heaven, interceding for 

you.    

Finally, our Lord teaches us that the Holy Spirit glorifies Christ by 

taking what is His and declaring it to you. Jesus says, “He (the Holy 
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Spirit) will take what is mine and declare it to you.” This is an amazing 

teaching! For what belong to Christ? How about His eternal 

righteousness, His innocence, and His blessedness? You see, the Holy 

Spirit will take all that – all His loveliness, all His purity, all that 

righteousness of Christ our Lord and declare it all to you, that is, give it 

all to you, by grace, as a gift to be received through faith. Luther called 

this the “great” or “blessed exchange,” in which Jesus takes everything 

that belong to us, our sin, wretchedness, and shame, and in exchange, 

gives all those gifts which belong to Him, forgiveness and eternal life. 

What a deal! That’s why we call it the Gospel, meaning, “Good News!”  

Today is Cantate Sunday, the Sunday of singing and song. As I said, 

folks are having trouble singing and finding a cheerful voice these days 

but Isaiah in our first reading saw a time when there would be singing 

without end: “Sing praises to the Lord, for He has done 

gloriously…Shout and sing for joy, O inhabitant of Zion, for great in 

your midst is the Holy One of Israel.” And that right there is the key to 

singing like a bird right through a pandemic. You see, Jesus has never 

left us at all. He never did! He is the Holy One of Israel who dwells right 

in our midst through the ministry of the Holy Spirit. The living Christ is 

present among us and in His church in a more glorious way than He was 

even with His disciples in that upper room.   

The crucified and Risen Lord is present in the word of absolution spoken 

by pastors in Christ’s stead. He is present in the waters of Holy Baptism 

and His Supper where there is forgiveness and life. He is with us 

through the gift of His Holy Spirit who takes up residence in our hearts 

so that we might ever dwell in Him who lives and reigns forevermore. In 

the name of Jesus. Amen.  
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Prayer of the Church 
 

For all the baptized, that they would make a joyful noise to the Lord for 

the salvation they have in Jesus Christ, in whose righteousness they are 

clothed, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

For all pastors in Christ, that they would be diligent in their studies, 

faithful in their prayers, steadfast in their faith and compassionate 

toward the children of God they serve, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, 

have mercy. 

 

For our children and young people, that they would be brought up by 

faithful parents; receive a good education; and grow into fruitful 

maturity for service to home, church and world, let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy.  

 

For the vocation of motherhood, and those preparing for the births of 

children, especially Kalia German, Kristina Larson, and Bethany Bratz, 

that they would be given strength and joy. We pray that mothers would 

love and care for their children, and that children would cherish and 

honor their mothers, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.  

 

For all those who have been entrusted with earthly authority, that they 

would be given the wisdom to rule according to Your will, to work for 

the well-being of the nation especially during the present pandemic, and 

to enable justice and peace to flourish throughout the world, let us pray 

to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.  

 

For all who suffer in this vale of tears, especially those afflicted with 

anxiety and mental illness during this time, that they would be 

comforted with the sure and certain hope of life eternal through Christ, 

their Lord, knowing that a day is coming when no one will be able to 

take their joy from them, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
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For those who partake of the Holy Supper of Christ’s body and blood 

this day, that they would receive the blessed Sacrament in repentance 

and faith, unto life everlasting; and for all who are unable to gather 

together due to the pandemic, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have 

mercy.  

 

For those who have gone before us with the sign of faith and now rest in 

Jesus, let us give thanks to the Lord; that we would be enlivened by the 

Gospel and sustained in the one, true faith until our last hour comes, let 

us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.  

 

Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

Your mercy; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
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Hymn of the Day: Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice LSB 556 
 

 

1 Dear Christians, one and all, rejoice, 

    With exultation springing, 

And with united heart and voice 

    And holy rapture singing, 

Proclaim the wonders God has done, 

How His right arm the vict’ry won. 

    What price our ransom cost Him! 

 

2 Fast bound in Satan’s chains I lay; 

    Death brooded darkly o’er me. 

Sin was my torment night and day; 

    In sin my mother bore me. 

But daily deeper still I fell; 

My life became a living hell, 

    So firmly sin possessed me. 

 

3 My own good works all came to naught, 

    No grace or merit gaining; 

Free will against God’s judgment fought, 

    Dead to all good remaining. 

My fears increased till sheer despair 

Left only death to be my share; 

    The pangs of hell I suffered. 

 

4 But God had seen my wretched state 

    Before the world’s foundation, 

And mindful of His mercies great, 

    He planned for my salvation. 

He turned to me a father’s heart; 

He did not choose the easy part 

    But gave His dearest treasure. 

 

5 God said to His belovèd Son: 

    “It’s time to have compassion. 

Then go, bright jewel of My crown, 

    And bring to all salvation. 

From sin and sorrow set them free; 

Slay bitter death for them that they 

    May live with You forever.” 

 

6 The Son obeyed His Father’s will, 

    Was born of virgin mother; 

And God’s good pleasure to fulfill, 

    He came to be my brother. 

His royal pow’r disguised He bore; 

A servant’s form, like mine, He wore 

    To lead the devil captive. 

 

7 To me He said: “Stay close to Me, 

    I am your rock and castle. 

Your ransom I Myself will be; 

    For you I strive and wrestle. 

For I am yours, and you are Mine, 

And where I am you may remain; 

    The foe shall not divide us. 

 

8 “Though he will shed My precious blood, 

    Me of My life bereaving, 

All this I suffer for your good; 

    Be steadfast and believing. 

Life will from death the vict’ry win; 

My innocence shall bear your sin, 

    And you are blest forever. 

 

9 “Now to My Father I depart, 

    From earth to heav’n ascending, 

And, heavn’ly wisdom to impart, 

    The Holy Spirit sending; 

In trouble He will comfort you 

And teach you always to be true 

    And into truth shall guide you. 

 

10 “What I on earth have done and taught 

    Guide all your life and teaching; 

So shall the kingdom’s work be wrought 

    And honored in your preaching. 

But watch lest foes with base alloy 

The heav’nly treasure should destroy; 

    This final word I leave you.” 
 

Public domain 
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Alternate Hymn: Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord LSB 497 
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